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Statue planned for

Enigma code hero

TAMWORTH branch of the
RNA and other Naval veterans
have joined in a campai n to
fund a statue of one

Royal Navy's greatest, but
least known war heroes.

He was AB Colin Grazier, a
native of the Staffordshire town
who in 1942 lost his life at the u?
of 22 while recovering from a sink-
ing U-boat coding documents
whose capture has been estimat-
ed to have shortened the war by at
least a year.
ndThI: fur::—ruiluinnl drive was Inlﬂg‘;l-

¥ e local newspaper, the
Tamworth Herald, and the town's Civic
Society after they learned that AB
Grazier's Gbnrqe ross was awarded
posthumously for an act of which not
even his family could be informed for
over 30 years.

The codes were seized when the
destroyer HMS Petard forced U-559 to
the surface in the Medilerranean on
the night of October 30. They were of
vital importance to Britain's Enigma
codebreakers at the top-secret intelli-
gence centre at Bletchley Park.

AB Grazier, Lt Antony Fasson and
MNaafi canteen assistant Tommy Brown
swam naked to the U-boat, abcndomd
on the surface and sinki
recovered the information, t
rine slipped beneath the waves, tnl:ing
with her Lt Fasson and Colin aninr,
Brown was rescued but, still a teenag-
er, died two years later while attempi-
i ing to save his sister from a house fire.

® AB Colin Grazier — the frue impor-
tance of his sacrifice was a secrel for
decades.

All three were awarded the GC, but
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seizure, not even those closest lo ﬂ

three men could be told of the magni-

tude of their achievement.

Robert Harris, author of the besl-
selling book Enigma, is backing the
campaign. He said of Grazier: “His
action enabled us to win the Battle of

the Atlantic and change the whole
course of the war. Without his
we wouldn't have been able 1o b
the Enigma l.:ude and D-Day may never
have ha

And Naval historian Ralph Erskine,
in an oﬂli:lal history, wrote: “Few acts
of courage three indemlu can
ever have so far-reaching conse-

quences.
Also involved in the memorial cam-
B:ign are the 30 members of the HMS
tard Association and Olive Grazier,
Colin's widow who married him just

two betore he left for the last time
in the . “We should have been
on h moon when Colin set sail in

the Petard,” she said. “it was so sad

that he died like he did. He wenl down
heroically. He was a wonderful man
who Dhﬂ s looked after others.”

Puly Editor of the Tamworth

Phil Shanahan, told Navy

1 for a permanent memao-
rIaI for C in Grazier has caplured the
hearts of our readers, and so far we

have around £4,000 pledged. However,
we need more to provide a quality stat-
ue which will be placed in a prominent
location in Tamworth town centre.

“We hope the monument will one
day become an impm*lam:.t‘mn of the
town's even a
tourist attraction.
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nition, s ¥
hnwnmlrhh hol?umwnrln has
never had the recognition he so richly
deserves. Our aim is to change that
and make future tions aware of
the enormous im, of the hero-
ic act which cost him his life.”

Mr Shanahan said it was planned lo
invite the members of the HMS Petard
Association to the unveiling of the
statue.

B Navy News madeﬂ who wish to
support the a should make
cheques payab to ‘ﬂu Colin Grazier
Memorial Fund and address them to:
The Colin Grazier Memorial Appeal,
Ventura Park Road, Bitterscole,
Tamworth, Statfs. B78 3LZ.

And as for
the heroes
who never
were...

THE AMERICAN film U-571,
which is in the making, has
angered British veterans by
reportedly attributing the
Enigma coding capture to
US Forces.

The real U-571 was not sunk
in the Mediterranean, but in the
Atlantic in 1944, not b
Americans, but by an RAA
Sunderland against a barrage
of flak. The boat blew up and
none of its 52 crew survived.
Nothing was recovered.

In a letter to the Tamworth
Herald, who sent the film mak-
ers a petition of protest signed
by hundreds of British veter-
ans, producer Jonathan
Mostow agreed that the
Britons who actually seized the
codes were “great war heroes
who deserve the utmost hon-
ours”.

He said the US movie had no
intention of diminishing their
accomplishments and was a
fictional account of World War
Il submarine sailors inspired
by the U-boat campaign off the
East Coast of America in 1942
and the US Mavy's capture of
U-505 (with her codes) in 1944,
The film was not specifically
about the Enigma incident.

He said it was ned that
the film would include tributes
to the British and US personnel
who were actually involved in
ll:: capture of Enigma materi-
als.
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